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President’s Letter: September 2013
Finding Inspiration to Change the World
I was particularly inspired hearing from the AAUW’s Mission
women whom our branch sponsored to AAUW advances equity for women and
attend the National Conference of College girls through advocacy, education,
Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) at our philanthropy, and research.
September meeting. They used words like
“life-changing,” “removing the fear,” “inspiring,” “thought-provoking” to describe
their experiences at the conference this past summer. I could feel their enthusiasm
for continuing upon the journey they began at NCCWSL, and my hope for each of
them is that she can find the thing that will continue to inspire her along her
leadership journey.
Most of us don’t have the opportunity to have a “NCCWSL” experience, which was a time for these
women to focus on their own growth and development as leaders. I was fortunate to have an
experience like this over the summer when I attended the HERS (Higher Education Resource Services)
Institute in Denver, Colorado. This two-week institute focused on personal and professional leadership
development for women working in higher education. I was concerned about going because being away
from the office for two weeks is tough in any circumstance, but to do so just a few weeks before school
started was stressful. Thanks to a great team and good internet service, we all survived! I gained so
much from this experience, including the friendship of 69 other women who understand the challenges
we all face as women in today’s workforce.
My experience at HERS can best be summed up by saying we still have work to do, AND we (women)
have the capacity, experience, and expertise to truly change the landscape of higher education (in the
context of the institute). I learned a great deal about myself and about leadership, reframing situations
based upon different contexts, working within our individual and group strengths, and many more
nuggets of wisdom that I hope will be a benefit to our AAUW branch.
While we don’t always have an opportunity to spend three days like our NCCWSL attendees or twoweeks like I spent at HERS on our own personal leadership development, I hope that you can find
opportunities within our branch to expand your capacity for leadership and recognize your potential for
changing your part of the world!
And on a final note... the AAUW Huntsville branch is now on TWITTER! Follow us @AAUWHuntsville

Dr. Regina Hyatt, Co-President
AAUW Huntsville Branch
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October Meeting –

Invisible War: Sexual Assault in the Military

Rose Norman

Please join us on Tuesday, October 1, 2013, 5:30 p.m.
at UAHuntsville’s University Center for our meeting
and a viewing of the film Invisible War.
AAUW is partnering with UAHuntsville Women's
Studies, the UAHuntsville Women's Studies student
organization (POWER), and the UAHuntsville’s
Veteran's Network to sponsor a free showing at UAH of
the
2012
documentary
Invisible
War
(invisiblewarmovie.com). Our regular monthly dinner
meeting will take place in the room next door to where the film will be shown, and our speakers will
deliver the pre-show lecture.
A film by Kirby Dick and Amy Ziering, Invisible War exposes the problem of sexual assault in the
U.S. military. According to a Pentagon report covered by the Huffington Post in May 2013, “the number
of sexual assaults reported by members of the military rose from 3,192 to 3,374 in 2012, while the
department estimates that as many as 26,000 service members were assaulted, based on anonymous
surveys” (Richard Lardner, 5/07/13). Interviews with more than 100 people, including both retired and
active service members, tell a horrific tale. Women in the military are sometimes required to report
assaults to the perpetrator himself, and women who are raped by married men are often themselves
charged with adultery while the men go unpunished. It is a culture designed to “let women get raped
better,” says one Army criminal investigator. Members of Congress from both parties are also
interviewed, as are Defense Department officials, but it is the testimony of survivors (not all of them
women) that is at the heart of the film.
Fortunately, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta is acting to correct this problem, and the Pentagon has
issued new rules about reporting sex crimes. Representatives from Army Community Service at
Redstone Arsenal will give a pre-show lecture at 7:00 p.m., and answer questions after the film.
Chanley Pickard is Sexual Harassment/Assault Response Program (SHARP) Manager, and
Jennifer Blatter is SHARP Victim Advocate, Army Community Service.
Invisible War was one of four feature-length documentaries nominated for the Academy Award in
2013, and it has been nominated for many other awards. Time magazine called it one of the “Ten Best
Films of the Year.” Kirby Dick’s other documentaries include Outrage (2009, about closeted gay
politicians who support anti-gay legislation), This Film Is Not Rated (2006, a humorous look at the film
ratings system), and Twist of Faith (2004, about child abuse among Catholic priests).
Dinner Reservations Required
The menu for our October meeting includes herbed Rotisserie Chicken, Stuffed Peppers with Tomato
Sauce, Fresh Green Beans, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Salad, Lemon Cake, and Pecan Pie. Beverages will
be provided. Reservations are required by Wednesday, September 25. Cost of the meal is $16.
AAUW members are happy to pick up the cost of meals for students. Respond to the meeting Evite,
contact Lois Guendel at lois.guendel@knology.net, or phone (256) 880-8643. This is AAUW's monthly
program.
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The pre-show lecture and the film will be in Exhibit Hall B-C. Our dinner meeting will be next door
in Exhibit Hall A. We have invited the speakers to join us for dinner and say a few words before the
pre-show lecture. The pres-how lecture will be 7:00-7:30 p.m., followed by the film (running time
is 97 minutes), followed by Q&A.
Both the film and the pre-show lecture are free and open to the public.

Membership
Sherry Anderson, Membership Vice President
New Member

Meet Rhonda Gaede, who joined us in August. Rhonda received her undergraduate
degree in Electrical Engineering from Southern Methodist University, and earned
both her MSEE and her Ph.D. at the University of Texas at Austin. She is an
Assistant Professor at The University of Alabama in Huntsville. Welcome, Rhonda!

Membership Renewals Are Overdue
Since the fiscal year ends on June 30 th, so do memberships for 2012-13. If you have already renewed
for 2013-14, or if you are a Lifetime Member, many thanks to you! On the other hand, if you’ve been
procrastinating, you may still renew and mark off one more item on your to-do list. Here is the dues
structure.
Dues
National*

Student Affiliate**
$49.00

National

$17.00

State

10.00

State

5.00

Local

15.00

Local

7.50

Total

$74.00

Total

$29.50

*National Paid Life-members pay for just state and local dues, $25.
**Undergraduate students at a college or university that is already a partner member may join the
national organization for free, bringing the cost down to $12.50. Graduate students pay $18.81 plus the
$12.50 for state and local dues.
If you still need to renew, just bring your checkbook to the October 1 meeting, and see either Sherry
Anderson or Kenya Wallace. Make checks payable to AAUW Huntsville. If you prefer, you may mail
them to Sherry Anderson, 101 Steeplechurch Ct., Huntsville, AL 35806-4072. If you are
uncertain whether you have already renewed, please email aauwmember@gmail.com or call 256-8958530.
Member Payment Program Now Available in Huntsville
You asked for it, and it is now up and running. The Member Payment Program allows anyone to join
or renew AAUW membership online with a credit card or PayPal account or to mail a check directly to
the national office and to include state and branch dues. It is available to all categories of members:
regular, Lifetime, Honorary Lifetime, student, and E-affiliate. The Member Services Database is updated
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the same day the credit card payment is approved rather than weeks later. There is no cost to the
branch for this service, and it saves time and effort in routine record keeping for Membership officers
and the Treasurer. Other branches are already aboard and utilizing the program and are reporting that
it works very well for them, and they highly recommend it.
Now, if you prefer to pay in person at the next meeting or to mail your check to your Membership
person instead, you are welcome to continue to do so.
The new program is simply another option
available to you.
Member Directory Addendum
Addendums 5 and 6 for the 2012-13 Member Directory were available at the September meeting to
keep you up-to-date with new members.
The 2013-14 Member Directory will be published later this
fall and made available to all members.

Funds
Amanda Jarrett and Sarah Ragan, AAUW Funds Co-Vice Presidents

The Huntsville Branch of AAUW raises money several times a year to be used for
various activities. There are two fundraisers that we are concerned with at this time:
the Belk Charity Sale and the Holiday “Phantom” Tea.
Twice a year the Huntsville branch of AAUW participates in the Belk Charity Sale. This is a wonderful
opportunity to shop for bargains/rarely discounted items at the local Belk stores. This event takes place
on Saturday, November 9, from 6:00–10:00 a.m. The tickets sell for $5, with the total amount
going to our AAUW Branch (if you buy the tickets from us). Then when you shop, you will get $5 off
your purchase in exchange for your ticket. In fact, you can use more than one ticket during your
shopping. You can also sell them to your friends or give them as a thank you. Tickets may be used at
any of the 300+ Belk locations. Amanda and Ragan will have tickets soon and will be glad to meet you
and sell you some. There is also a presale option: you may shop November 4-8 and the
merchandise can be rung up on Friday, November 8, using your Belk charge.
We get extra money for having two people working the morning of the sale.
volunteers to fill this role. The shifts available will be announced soon.

We are looking for

The second fundraiser is the Holiday “Phantom” Tea. Each fall we send out 500
invitations asking for donations to our AAUW funds contribution for National. The
profits from this go to support the activities associated with the Association AAUW
Funds. According to Marilyn Robinson, Branch Volunteer Coordinator, “We are a classy
organization, so we address all of these invitations by hand.” In the past this has been
a “stuff the turkey” invite—so all the invitees need to do is put checks or money in the
“turkey” and return it to the Funds Co-VPs.
Right now, Ragan needs the names and addresses of people you think might be willing to make a
donation to support education and equity for women and girls.
Please email her at
ragans@alumni.uah.edu with potential donors before the middle of October. If you prefer to snail mail
her, you may call her at 256.656.2887 and she can provide you with her address.
Marilyn will be looking for volunteers to address and stuff invitations during the last week of October
(the exact date is to be determined). If you can help with this activity, call Marilyn at 256-536-2701 or
e-mail her at marilyn.robertson@knology.net.
Please let us know if you have any questions.
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Recycling Project
It’s time again to gather up old cell phones, ink
cartridges, and any other electronic item or old
jewelry. Remember, these items do not have to be in
working condition! A recycling bin will be available
at the November meeting to collect your items. We
will be sending the items to be recycled, and we will
actually earn money for them! There is no cost to you
or to the branch for these efforts. We will use the
money to help send our local college women to the
National Conference for College Women Student
Leaders! Thank you in advance for your contributions!

Volunteer Opportunities

Marilyn Robertson, Volunteer Coordinator

Opportunities to become more involved in AAUW abound this year. Some require more time than
others, so please take advantage of the opportunity to spend a little time with some of your fellow
AAUW members and make a difference in our community.
1. Arts Council Representative: Attend Arts Council meetings the third Wednesday of the month
from 5:30-7:00 p.m. to share information about AAUW upcoming events and to get information
about what is happening in the Arts community to share with the branch. Also includes inputting
information in the Arts Council calendar.
2. Table decorator for events: Provide table decorations for meetings. We don’t have a budget for
this, so it would have to be someone who has decorations already or is willing to do it at no cost. We
could use a committee for this (volunteer and get your friends to help you!). If anyone is willing to
donate things or money, that would be appreciated. Elaborate decorations are not necessary; a
tablecloth would do.
3. Newsletter Assistant Editor: Work directly with Karen in producing the newsletter. This is a
long-term volunteer position with the expectation that the person would be willing to take on Karen’s
role next year. NOTE: Karen really needs someone to publish in March, when she will be in Boston
helping her daughter with a new granddaughter.
4. Outreach Committee: We need several women to work on the outreach committee with Ellie. The
committee has not yet decided on projects. I would expect these would be time limited activities.
5. Chairs/Co-Chairs: We are still in need of some chairs and co-chairs for various positions including
Diversity (chair), Awards (chair), Public Policy (co-chair), Public Relations (co-chair and/or
committee members).
6. The fundraiser for WLRH is in October and we will need volunteers to take calls.
7. Help address invitations for the Phantom Tea at my house. We’ll need several volunteers who
don’t mind stuffing envelopes and enjoying some lively conversation while we work.
8. Please complete our Time & Talents Inventory at http://tinyurl.com/timetalentaauw.
To volunteer or get more
Marilyn.robertson@knology.net.

information,

contact

Marilyn
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Robertson

at

256-536-2701

or

Public Policy
Anna Blair (“Blair”), Public Policy Chair

September’s Labor Day is about celebrating and honoring the contributions of American workers – and
what better way to honor those contributions than by taking action to ensure workers are valued at
their worth?
A lot has changed in the last four years, yet 2009 was the last time the minimum wage went up. With
today's minimum wage stuck at $7.25 per hour, someone who works 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a
year, will find herself taking home less than $20,000 a year and living below the poverty line. It wasn't
always this way, and it doesn't have to be.
Take Action
Urge your members of Congress to support the Fair Minimum Wage Act (H.R. 1010/S. 460) today! The
Fair Minimum Wage Act would gradually increase the minimum wage over the next three years until it
eventually reaches $10.10. The minimum wage is a working woman’s issue – 56 percent of the workers
who would benefit from this bill are women – and it is especially important for women of color.
So let's support America's workers the best way we know how: by advocating for an increase in the federal minimum
wage.
To take action, go to: http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/.

NCCWSL Women Shine at September Meeting
The September 3 meeting featured the Women of NCCWSL, five extraordinary young student leaders
from the UAHuntsville, Alabama A&M University (AAMU), and J.F. Drake State Technical College, who
attended NCCWSL, and were sponsored by our Branch. LaQuise Harbin, a rising senior in human
development at Alabama A&M University, spoke about the energy and enthusiasm of the hundreds of
women student leaders that attended the conference and the wonderful networking opportunities.
Shantrell Willis, a graduate student in food science at AAMU, shared that the conference was
completely life changing and she returned home as a stronger leader. UAHuntsville delegates, Kenya
Wallace and Karelohn Williams, provided a short slideshow about their experiences at the
conference—from volunteering at a local food kitchen to meeting Ola Ojewumi, NCCWSL in Action
Award recipient. Lastly, Candice Whitman, culinary arts major, at Drake State, shared highlights from
Rachel Simmons’ keynote address about having a willingness to take risks and to realize that your
career path does not have to be linear. Overall, the common theme was the epiphanies these women
were having: they discovered that they do care about women’s issues, making connections with other
women with common goals, and returning to their campuses ready to take over the world!

Lois Guendel and JoAnn Perez greeted
Elizabeth “Liz” Smith.

Bernice Richardson talked with Sherry
Anderson and Kenya Wallace.
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President Regina Hyatt welcomed all
guests and members.

Table assignments based on the last
digit
of
members’
most
recent
graduation date combined with table top
mixer discussion questions helped new
members, existing members and guests
get to know each other better.

Kimberly Hobbs gave a most
fitting Reflection that focused on
leadership.

Our enthusiastic NCCWSL speakers
Shantrell Willis, Laquise Harbin, Candice
Whitman, Kenya Wallace (AAUW student
member), and Karelohn Williams awed
and inspired us with recollections of their
experiences.

Sarah Ragan and Molly Johnson asked
members to brainstorm ideas for
NCCWSL Lite, a miniature version of
NCCWSL that we plan to host for women
student leaders at the AAUW Alabama
State meeting April 4, 2014.

Guests and members listened with interest as
the meeting gets underway.

Mary Holdsambeck and Lorraine
Mullin shared a moment during the
meeting.

Following the students’ updates, Sarah Ragan, “Ragan,” as she prefers to be called, addressed a brief
presentation to the NCCWSL attendees regarding how AAUW can help them channel their energy and
enthusiasm to make a difference in their communities. As a former NCCWSL attendee, Ragan reflected
on how the Huntsville Branch assisted her in organizing campus programming at UAHuntsville, aimed at
uplifting and inspiring young collegiate women, such as Take Yourself to Work Day. She also
highlighted the national programs that AAUW provides for students on their campuses, such as $tart
$mart and ElectHer. This was very timely, as one of our major goals for the year as a local branch is
to engage more collegiate women, encourage them to become members of AAUW, and to start campus
chapters.
Student responses will be used to assist our branch’s college/university working group to
plan and organize our first ever student leadership conference, NCCWSL-Lite, that will be held the first
day of the AAUW Alabama State Conference in April 2014. Learning about the students’ experiences at
NCCWSL and their views on leadership certainly made our opening meeting a great success!
Guests included Camille Woods and Toacca Taylor (guests of Joy Agee); Bernadette Williams,
Director of Volunteers at Village of Promise and guest of Cheri Wilson; Jessie Sanford (guest and
sister of Amanda Jarrett); Dr. Nicole Barnett of J. F. Drake Technical College; and students: 2013
NCCWSL attendees Laquise Harbin, Shantrell Willis, Candice Whitman, and Karelohn Williams;
Aryn Brooks, Cassie Clark, Kristen Currier, Ashley Isaac, Morgan Justice (2012 NCCWSL
attendee), Danyel Kellum, Deanna Nicholas, Daniela Sanchez, Rachel Tanner, Dawn Thomas,
and Alyson Thompson (2012 NCCWSL attendee).
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News to Note
We send our condolences to Frances Currie, AAUW member, whose daughter Melinda Byrd Johnson
passed away August 28.
International Day of the Girl Child – October 11
On December 19, 2011, the United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution
66/170 to declare 11 October as the International Day of the Girl Child, to
recognize girls’ rights and the unique challenges girls face around the world.
For its second observance, this year’s Day will focus on Innovating for Girls’
Education.
The fulfillment of girls’ right to education is first and foremost an obligation and moral imperative. There
is also overwhelming evidence that girls’ education, especially at the secondary level, is a powerful
transformative force for societies and girls themselves: it is the one consistent positive determinant of
practically every desired development outcome, from reductions in mortality and fertility, to poverty
reduction and equitable growth, to social norm change and democratization.
While there has been significant progress in improving girls’ access to education over the last two
decades, many girls, particularly the most marginalized, continue to be deprived of this basic right. Girls
in many countries are still unable to attend school and complete their education due to safety-related,
financial, institutional, and cultural barriers. Even when girls are [enrolled] in school, perceived low
returns from poor quality of education, low aspirations, or household chores and other responsibilities
keep them from attending school or from achieving adequate learning outcomes. The transformative
potential for girls and societies promised through girls’ education is yet to be realized.
Recognizing the need for fresh and creative perspectives to propel girls’ education forward, the 2013
International Day of the Girl Child will address the importance of new technology, but also innovation in
partnerships, policies, resource utilization, community mobilization, and, most of all, the engagement of
young people themselves.
All UN agencies, Member States, civil society organizations, and private sector actors have potential
tools to innovate for and with girls to advance their education. Examples of possible steps include:


Improved public and private means of transportation for girls to get to school—from roads,
buses, mopeds, bicycles to boats and canoes;



Collaboration between school systems and the banking industry to facilitate secure and
convenient pay delivery to female teachers and scholarship delivery to girls;



Provision of science and technology courses targeted at girls in schools, universities, and
vocational education programs;



Corporate mentorship programs to help girls acquire critical work and leadership skills, and
facilitate their transition from school to work;



Revisions of school curricula to integrate positive messages on gender norms related to violence,
child marriage, sexual and reproductive health, and male and female family roles;



Deploying mobile technology for teaching and learning to reach girls, especially in remote areas.

To learn more and view the video “Innovate Your Future: Empower Young Women Through Technology,” which
features Geena Davis, Academy Award-winning actor and ITU Special Envoy for Women and Girls in the field of
information and communication technologies, go to http://www.un.org/en/events/girlchild/videos.shtml.
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College University Update – Meet Dr. Molly Johnson
Molly Johnson, College/University Liaison

I am excited to be beginning my term as the College/University (C/U) Representative
to the Huntsville branch of AAUW. In my work as Director of Women's Studies at
UAHuntsville during the last three years, I have had the opportunity to work with
AAUW-Huntsville on a number of endeavors, ranging from helping students attend
NCCWSL, bringing a $tart $mart workshop to UAH, receiving a Legal Advocacy Fund
grant to sponsor a one-act play on dating violence, to working together with several
AAUW members to plan UAH Women's Studies' "Charged Up for Change!" EXPO. I am
looking forward to helping other area colleges and universities see the
many ways AAUW membership and involvement can benefit their students and campuses.
One of my primary goals for this year is to work with AAUW members, NCCWSL alumni, and area
students to plan a "NCCWSL-Lite" one-day leadership convention to be held in April during State
Convention. This will enable us to reach the many local women with strong leadership potential who are
unable to attend the national workshop.
In addition to serving as Director of Women's Studies, I am also an Associate Professor of History at
UAH. My teaching specialties are 20th century German and European history, and I also teach world
history and historical methods and historiography classes. In my personal life, I am married and have
two young children, a boy, 4, and a girl, 1. I am proud to tell them that on those evenings I am away
from home at their bedtime to attend AAUW events, I am spending my time taking steps to help make
our community a little bit better for girls and women, and by extension for boys and men as well.
Equality empowers everyone!

Study Groups
Great Decisions
Great Decisions will meet at 7:00 p.m. on OCTOBER 21 (NOTE: 1 week late) at the home of Mary
Witherspoon, 5713 Criner Road. Brenda Courtney will lead the discussion of Chapter 7: "China in
Africa." Visitors are welcome. For more information contact Mary at 256-881-6540 or
witherpoon8@comcast.net.
Bridge Group
On the third Thursday, September to May, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., the AAUW Bridge Group meets.
We can use substitutes for bridge in addition to more members. Right now, we do not have enough
participants to fill two tables. We do not expect seasoned players, but if you have had some practice,
want to improve, and enjoy a happy social event, please contact Lorraine Mullin (lorrm@knology.net,
256-772-2549) for more information.
Lunch.com
Lunch.com meets every Friday at 12:30 p.m., unless the email notice says otherwise. All members
are welcome. Just respond to the weekly email so Lorraine Mullin can advise the restaurant how
many guests to expect. Not getting the notice? Contact Lorraine at lorrm@knology.net or 256-7722549 (h) or 235-683-5530 (c).
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September

Lunch.com Schedule

13

Main Street Café, 101 Main Street, Madison

20

Sitar Indian Cuisine, 420 Jordan Lane Northwest

27

1892 East, 720 Pratt Avenue Northeast

October
4

Terranova's Italian Restaurant, 1420 Paramount Drive, Suite 1

11

Tai Pan Palace, 2012 Memorial Parkway Southwest

18

Hildegard’s German Cuisine, 2357 Whitesburg Drive South

25

Bandito Burrito, 208 Main Street, Madison

NEW STUDY GROUP
¡Adelante! Book of the Month Club
Patricia Smith, Public Relations

¡Adelante! Book of the Month Club will meet at the Huntsville Madison County Main Library,
Meeting Room C (upstairs) on Thursday, September 19, at 5:45 p.m. We’ll be reviewing the
September selection, Caramelo, by Sandra Cisneros. For more information contact: Patricia Smith
at smithpatricia73@yahoo.com or Karen Rudiger at rkrudiger@att.net. The year’s selections follow:
Sept.

Sandra Cisneros’s Caramelo is the September National Hispanic Heritage Month
selection.
Lala is a shrewd observer of family life.
She starts telling the Awful
Grandmother’s life story, seeking clues to how she got to be so awful. Soon, a
multigenerational family narrative turns into a whirlwind exploration of storytelling, lies, and
life. Like the cherished rebozo, or shawl, that has been passed down through generations of
Reyes women, Caramelo is alive with the vibrations of history, family, and love.

Oct.

Icy Sparks is the sad, funny, and transcendent tale of a young girl growing up in the
mountains of eastern Kentucky during the 1950s. The October National Disability
Employment Awareness Month selection is a beautifully written first novel that revolves
around Icy Sparks, an unforgettable heroine in the tradition of Scout in To Kill a
Mockingbird. Gwyn Hyman Rubio’s Icy Sparks is a fresh, original, and completely
redeeming novel about learning to overcome others’ ignorance and celebrate the differences
that make each of us unique.

Nov.

Lucia St. Clair Robson’s Ride the Wind is the November Native American Heritage Month
selection. In 1836, when she was 9 years old, Cynthia Ann Parker was kidnapped by
Comanche Indians. This is the story of how she grew up with them, mastered their ways,
married one of their leaders, and became, in every way, a Comanche woman. It is also the
story of a proud and innocent people whose lives pulsed with the very heartbeat of the land.
It is the story of a way of life that is gone forever.

Dec.

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini is the December selection. Born a
generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are
two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss, and by fate. As they endure the
escalating dangers around them — in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul — they
come to form a bond that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of
the next generation.
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Jan.

Feb.

Sheryl Sandberg’s Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to Lead is the January National Mentoring
Month selection. Thirty years after women became 50 percent of the college graduates in the United
States, men still hold the vast majority of leadership positions in government and industry. In Lean In,
Sheryl Sandberg examines why women’s progress in achieving leadership roles has stalled, explains the
root causes, and offers compelling, commonsense solutions that can empower women to achieve their
full potential. Sandberg is the chief operating officer of Facebook and is ranked on Fortune’s list of the 50
Most Powerful Women in Business and as one of Time’s 100 Most Influential People in the World.
The February Black History Month selection, The Hairstons, by Henry Wiencek, is the extraordinary
story of the largest family in America. With several thousand black and white members, the Hairstons
share a complex and compelling history. For the past seven years, journalist Wiencek has combed the
far-reaching branches of the Hairston family tree to gather anecdotes from members about their
ancestors and piece together a family history that involves the experiences of both plantation owners and
their slaves. He expertly weaves the Hairstons’ stories from all sides of historical events like slave
emancipation, Reconstruction, school segregation, and lynching. This lyrical work may in the end serve
as a vital contribution to our nation’s attempt to undo the twisted legacy of the past.

Mar.

The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan is the March Women’s History Month
selection. At the height of World War II, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, was home to 75,000
residents, consuming more electricity than New York City. But to most of the world, the
town did not exist. Thousands of civilians — many of them young women from small towns
across the South — were recruited to this secret city, enticed by solid wages and the
promise of war-ending work. Drawing on the voices of the women who lived it —The Girls of
Atomic City rescues a remarkable, forgotten chapter of American history from obscurity.

Apr.

The selection for April Sexual Assault Awareness Month is The Slave Across the Street by
Theresa L. Flores. While more and more people each day become aware of the dangerous
world of human trafficking, many people in the United States still believe this is something
that only happens to foreign women, men, and children — not within this country’s borders.
In this powerful true story, Theresa L. Flores shares how she, an all-American, blondehaired 15-year-old teenager, was enslaved and forced into the dangerous world of sex
trafficking while living in an upper-middle class suburb of Detroit.

May

In the Shadow of the Banyan Tree by Vaddey Ratner is the May Asian-Pacific Heritage
Month selection. For 7-year-old Raami, the shattering end of childhood begins with the
footsteps of her father returning home in the early dawn hours bringing details of the civil
war that has overwhelmed the streets of Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital. Soon the family’s
world of carefully guarded royal privilege is swept up in the chaos of revolution and forced
exodus.

Jun.

The June LGBT Pride Month selection, Lives of Lesbian Elders: Looking Back, Looking
Forward by D. Merilee Clunis, Pat A. Freeman, Nancy M. Nystrom, and Karen I.
Fredriksen-Goldsen, illuminates the hopes, fears, issues, and concerns of gay women as they grow
older. Based on interviews with 62 lesbians ranging in age from 55 to 95, this very special book provides
a historical account of the shared experiences of a part of the lesbian community that is so often invisible
or ignored in contemporary society.

Jul.

A Taste of Molecules by Diane Fresquez is the July selection. Do men and women
experience taste and smell differently? And what happens when you eat a meal completely
in the dark? Diane Fresquez, a former Wall Street Journal reporter, spent a year on the trail
of obsessive scientists and entrepreneurs who are trying to reveal the secrets of flavor.
Fresquez seeks out the people working to uncover the truths about taste, including a young
mother and a doctorate student whose research shows that what a mother eats can
influence the flavor of her breast milk.

Aug.

The selection for August is The Shape of the Eye: A Memoir by George Estreich. When
Laura Estreich is born, her appearance presents a puzzle: does the shape of her eyes
indicate Down syndrome or the fact that she has a Japanese grandmother? In this powerful
memoir, George Estreich, a poet and stay-at-home dad, tells his daughter's story, reflecting
on her inheritance – from the literal legacy of her genes, to the family history that precedes
her, to the Victorian physician John Langdon Down's diagnostic error of "Mongolian idiocy."
American Association of University Women
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AAUW of Alabama

Wanda Foster, State President

The state executive committee and board of directors met at the Hoover Public Library in Birmingham
August 24, and Jo Ann Cummings held a training session on recruiting college/university partners. We
will have another board meeting and training session at the Hoover Public Library January 25.
Meetings are open to AAUW members.
The state convention program committee met for the first time August 31 and had a productive session.
From the way the convention is already shaping up, it’s going to be exciting, so please mark the date.
The convention will be held in Huntsville April 4-6, 2014. Please consider working on some of the
branch committees. It’ll be fun, and we need your help
AAUW Ready to Run™ training will be held at the Jacksonville Hampton Inn, 1041 JD&L Drive,
Jacksonville, AL 36265, Saturday, September 21, 8:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m. Any Alabama woman
interested in running for a government elected office or just interested in the campaign process is
encouraged to attend. Guest speakers include Tahiera Monique Brown and Judith Kidd from
Toastmasters International, leading an interactive session entitled “The Competent
Communicator.” A new session about media productions will feature Bill Chitwood, Birmingham
Media Consultant. Sponsored by The 2014 Project Alabama, the training will include other topics
about “Branding Yourself,” “Launching Your Campaign,” “Alabama Political Parties,” and
“Redistricting.” Local women leaders have been invited to share their experience about running for
office. There is no cost for the event; however, food and beverages are on your own. You may
bring your own lunch, or local restaurants are within minutes of the hotel. For more details or to
register, contact Audrey L. Salgado at AudreyThe2014ProjectAL@gmail.com, or 205-437-0951,
providing your name, mailing address, email address, and phone numbers. Audrey is the director of
Ready to Run™ and chair of The 2014 Project Alabama. REGISTER TODAY!!
Our new state grassroots organizer assigned by national is Chardonnay (Char) Singleton. Elaine
Hughes, our state public policy chair, Char, and I are just getting started, but plans will involve the
branches. I’ll let you know more in October about how you can be involved. Please stay tuned.
Finally, it was a pleasure to attend the Huntsville branch’s first meeting of the year, “The Women of
NCCWSL,” featuring young women who, with support of the branch, attended the National Conference
for College Women Student Leaders. An outcome of the board’s strategic planning this summer was
doing “mixers,” to allow us to become better acquainted with each other. I sat at a table with women
who had graduated in an “8” year, one of whom included Deanna Nicholas, a mature student at
UAHuntsville who has a Psychology Major with a double minor in Communications and Women’s Studies.
Her honor's thesis focuses on the relationship between domestic violence and poverty. She dropped out
of school at 16, returning at age 43 after the death of her 18 year old daughter. Deanna told us her
story of losing her only child to domestic violence because her daughter’s issues, including drugs, were
too “complicated” to be treated at the facility to which they were applying and how she had resolved to
help women and children who are victims of domestic violence.
It lifts my heart to see young women come into their own as leaders. It’s inspirational, too, to see an
older woman take a personal tragedy that could have broken her and turn it into leadership and a desire
to make the world a better place for someone else. Our personal stories are powerful, and we need to
share them more.
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Hold the Date
November 9, 2013, 6:00–10:00 a.m.

Belk Charity Sale

March 7, 2014, 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.,
Valley Hill Country Club

Breaking Through Barriers Luncheon

April 4, 2014

NCCWSL Lite

April 4-6, 2014

State AAUW Conference in Huntsville (We’re hosting!)

Announcements

Internationally-Acclaimed Women’s Historian Linda Gordon to Give Lecture
on Reproductive Rights
From October 23 to October 25, 2013, Dr. Linda Gordon, University
Professor of the Humanities and Florence Kelley Professor of History at
New York University, will be visiting UAHuntsville as a Humanities Center ShortTerm Eminent Scholar. Dr. Gordon is one of the foremost experts on the history of
women and gender and of social policy in the United States.
Dr. Gordon will give two public lectures. Her keynote lecture will be “Birth Control and Abortion:
Why Still So Controversial? An Historical View” on Thursday, October 24, at 7:30 p.m. in
Wilson Hall Theater (room 001). While at UAHuntsville, she will give a second public lecture,
“Visual Democracy: How Dorothea Lange Used Photography to Promote Equality,” also on
Thursday, October 24, at 11:10 a.m. in Shelby Center 107, as part of the Honors Lecture
Series. Dr. Gordon will also discuss her research with undergraduate and graduate students in two
history classes and one political science course.
Dr. Gordon’s keynote lecture is drawn from her 1976 book, Woman’s Body, Woman’s Right: The
History of Birth Control in America (revised and republished as The Moral Property of Women in
2002), which remains the definitive history of birth control politics in the United States. Her Honors
lecture is based on her most recent book, Dorothea Lange: A Life Beyond Limits (2009), which won the
Bancroft Prize for best book in US history and the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Biography. She has
also published three other major academic monographs, Heroes of Their Own Lives: The History and
Politics of Family Violence (1988), Pitied But Not Entitled: Single Mothers and the History of Welfare
(1994), and The Great Arizona Orphan Abduction (1999), each of which won a major book award.
American Association of University Women
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Dr. Gordon earned her Ph.D. from Yale University in Russian history in 1970, before moving into
the field of US women’s history, an outgrowth in part of her active participation in the women’s
movement. Before moving to New York University, she taught at the University of MassachusettsBoston and the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she was awarded the university’s most
prestigious chair professorship, the Vilas Research Chair.
Questions? Contact Dr. Molly Johnson, Women’s Studies director, at molly.johnson@uah.edu or 256-824-2566.

Arise Citizens’ Policy
Project
Patricia Smith, Public Relations
National Philanthropy Day Friday,
November 15
Merrimack Hall 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Registration takes place at 8:30 a.m.
with morning workshops on important
fundraising topics. Lunch will be served
at noon, followed by a 1/2 day
workshop with Jerold Panas.

The annual meeting for Alabama Arise is September 21, 2013,
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. in Montgomery at St. John’s A.M.E. Church,
807 Madison Ave. Please represent our AAUW branch at this meeting.
This year we have the opportunity to have a larger voice with 6
representatives and 42 votes. Please contact Regina Hyatt if you are
willing to help us make our important issues the focus of Alabama Arise's
efforts to create a more just Alabama.
Patricia Smith is our AAUW representative to ARISE.
http://arisecitizens.org/
Knowledge, strategies & hope for building a more just, prosperous & healthy
future
Arise Citizens’ Policy Project (334) 832-9060

Breaking Through Barriers – Diversity
I can promise you that women working together – linked, informed and educated – can bring peace
and prosperity to this forsaken planet.
Isabel Allende (1942), Chilean writer who has received many accolades for her work, including induction into the
American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2004, Chile’s National Literature Prize in 2010, as well as Denmark’s Hans
Christian Anderson Literature Award in 2012.
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